
I w
ro

te
 an

d
 illu

strate
d

 Th
e D

o
t

an
d

 Ish
as a w

ay to
 h

e
lp

 ch
ild

re
n

an
d

 “g
ro

w
n

-u
p

 ch
ild

re
n” b

e
 b

rave
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 to

 “m
ake

 th
e

ir m
ark

.”

W
h

ile
 th

e
 b

o
o

ks are
 ab

o
u

t art, th
e

y re
ally are

 ab
o

u
t p

ro
ce

ss
—

ab
o

u
t id

e
as, cre

ative
 th

in
kin

g
, b

rave
ry, e

xp
re

ssio
n

, o
rig

in
al id

e
as,

an
d

 sh
arin

g
.

Th
e D

o
t

is ab
o

u
t g

e
ttin

g
 starte

d
—

g
e

ttin
g

 “u
n

-stu
ck

.” It is also
ab

o
u

t cre
ative

 te
ach

in
g

, ab
o

u
t e

xp
lo

rin
g

 an
 id

e
a in

 m
an

y w
ays,

an
d

 sh
arin

g
 o

u
r g

ifts w
ith

 o
th

e
rs. O

n
ce

 yo
u

 g
e

t ro
llin

g
, th

e
re

 is a
p

o
te

n
tial o

f g
e

ttin
g

 “sq
u

ash
e

d
” w

h
ich

 is w
h

at Ish
is ab

o
u

t. Ish
aim

s
to

 h
e

lp
 g

ive
 yo

u
n

g
 an

d
 o

ld
 alike

 so
m

e
 vo

cab
u

lary to
 d

e
fe

n
d

th
e

ir id
e

as. I u
se

 th
e

 “Ish
 A

p
p

ro
ach” w

ith
 kid

s an
d

 “g
ro

w
n

 u
p

 kid
s”

to
 h

e
lp

 th
e

m
 re

lax in
 o

rd
e

r to
 e

xp
re

ss th
e

m
se

lve
s. Ish

-fu
l strate

g
ie

s
can

 allo
w

 art, w
ritin

g
 o

r p
ro

b
le

m
 so

lvin
g

 to
 flo

w
 cre

ative
ly. Yo

u
can’t b

e
co

m
e

 b
e

tte
r at so

m
e

th
in

g
 th

at yo
u

 d
o

n’t d
o

. So
, m

ake
 yo

u
r

m
ark an

d
 se

e
 w

h
e

re
 it take

s yo
u

. Le
t it flo

w
 an

d
 se

e
 w

h
e

re
 it g

o
e

s. 

I h
o

p
e

 m
y b

o
o

ks w
ill e

n
co

u
rag

e
 an

d
 in

sp
ire

 yo
u

 as yo
u

 n
u

rtu
re

th
e

 cre
ative

 sp
irit in

 yo
u

r classro
o

m
—

an
d

 in
 yo

u
rse

lf. In
 th

is g
u

id
e

yo
u

‘ll fin
d

 id
e

as, m
ate

rials, an
d

 activitie
s th

at can
 act as a sp

rin
g

-
b

o
ard

 to
 yo

u
r o

w
n

 e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

 o
f Th

e D
o

t
an

d
 Ish

in
 yo

u
r class-

ro
o

m
. O

f co
u

rse
, th

is is ju
st th

e
 tip

 o
f th

e
 ice

b
e

rg
, an

d
 I h

o
p

e
 th

at,
like

 V
ash

ti an
d

 R
am

o
n

, yo
u

‘ll b
e

 in
sp

ire
d

 to
 ke

e
p

 g
o

in
g

 as yo
u

e
xp

lo
re

 an
d

 p
lay w

ith
 th

e
se

 th
e

m
e

s. I‘d
 lo

ve
 to

 h
e

ar fro
m

 yo
u

. 
Fe

e
l fre

e
 to

 d
ro

p
 m

e
 a n

o
te

 an
d

 sh
are

!

W
ish

in
g

 yo
u

 a w
o

n
d

e
rfu

l te
ach

in
g

 an
d

 le
arn

in
g

 jo
u

rn
e

y,

P
e

te
r H

. Re
yn

o
ld

s

F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 A

U
T

H
O

R
:

Th
e 

D
o

t
an

d
 Is

h
 h

av
e 

w
o

n
 n

u
m

er
o

u
s 

aw
ar

d
s 

an
d

 r
ec

ei
ve

d
 c

o
u

n
tl

es
s 

ac
co

la
d

es
.

IS
BN

:0
-7

63
6

-2
34

4-
X

  •
  $

 1
4.

0
0

IS
BN

:0
-7

63
6

-1
9

61
-2

  •
  $

 1
4.

0
0

P
ur

ch
as

in
g 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

Th
e 

D
o

ta
n

d
 Is

h
ar

e 
av

ai
la

b
le

w
h

er
ev

er
 b

o
o

ks
 a

re
 s

o
ld

 a
n

d
th

ro
u

g
h

 e
d

u
ca

tio
n

al
 d

is
tr

ib
ut

o
rs

n
at

io
n

w
id

e.
  

Fo
r 

a 
lis

t o
f e

d
u

ca
tio

n
al

d
is

tr
ib

ut
o

rs
, m

an
y 

o
f w

h
ic

h
 g

iv
e

d
is

co
u

nt
s 

to
 te

ac
h

er
s, 

p
le

as
e 

g
o

to
 w

w
w

.e
d

u
p

ap
er

b
ac

k.
o

rg
 a

n
d

se
le

ct
 “

C
h

ild
re

n’
s 

Bo
o

k
D

is
tr

ib
ut

o
rs

.” 

C
an

d
le

w
ic

k 
P

re
ss

20
67

 M
as

sa
ch

u
se

tts
 A

ve
n

u
e

C
am

b
rid

g
e,

 M
A

0
21

40

Th
e 

D
o

t

Th
e 

C
h

ris
to

p
h

er
 A

w
ar

d

Ir
m

a 
S.

 a
n

d
 Ja

m
es

 H
. B

la
ck

 H
o

n
o

r—
B

an
k 

St
re

et
 C

o
lle

g
e 

o
f E

d
u

ca
tio

n

C
h

ic
ag

o
 P

u
b

lic
 L

ib
ra

ry
 B

es
t B

o
o

ks
 

fo
r 

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

n
d

 T
ee

n
s

Bo
o

k 
Li

n
ks

La
st

in
g

 C
o

n
n

ec
tio

n
s 

W
in

n
er

C
h

ap
m

an
 A

w
ar

d
s 

fo
r 

Be
st

 C
la

ss
ro

o
m

 
Re

ad
-A

lo
u

d
s 

Is
h

P
u

b
lis

h
er

’s 
W

ee
kl

y
C

u
ffi

e 
aw

ar
d

 fo
r 

“F
av

o
rit

e 
Bo

o
k 

to
 H

an
d

se
ll”
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 20
0

3 b
y P

e
te

r H
. Re

yn
o

ld
s. P

e
rm

issio
n

 g
ran

te
d

 fo
r n

o
n

co
m

m
e

rcial u
se

. Th
e D

o
t b

y P
e

te
r H

. Re
yn

o
ld

s is p
u

b
lish

e
d

 b
y C

an
d

le
w

ick P
re

ss. 

Th
is is a “ro

u
g

h
 sketch” o

f p
o

ssib
le w

ay
s to

 in
tro

d
u

ce an
d

 fo
llo

w
 u

p
 o

n
 

Th
e D

o
t. Feel free to

 ad
ap

t it to
 yo

u
r g

rad
e level. H

ave fu
n

!

• B
e

fo
re

 re
ad

in
g

 th
e

 b
o

o
k

, h
ave

 a talk w
ith

 yo
u

r stu
d

e
n

ts ab
o

u
t h

o
w

 w
e

 
fe

e
l w

h
e

n
 w

e
 are

 startin
g

 so
m

e
th

in
g

 n
e

w
. (Th

is is e
sp

e
cially ap

t at th
e

 
b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 o
f th

e
 sch

o
o

l ye
ar.)

• H
o

w
 d

o
 w

e
 fe

e
l w

h
e

n
 th

in
g

s se
e

m
 d

ifficu
lt to

 d
o

?

• A
sk h

o
w

 m
an

y stu
d

e
n

ts like
 to

 d
raw

.

• Te
ll th

e
m

 yo
u

 are
 g

o
in

g
 to

 re
ad

 a sto
ry ab

o
u

t a g
irl w

h
o

 d
o

e
s n

o
t th

in
k 

sh
e

 is g
o

o
d

 at d
raw

in
g

 an
d

 w
h

at h
ap

p
e

n
s to

 h
e

r w
h

e
n

 sh
e

 g
o

e
s to

 art class.

• Fo
llo

w
 th

e
 re

ad
in

g
 w

ith
 a d

iscu
ssio

n
 ab

o
u

t th
e

 sto
ry.

• P
ass o

u
t larg

e
 “d

o
ts” to

 yo
u

r stu
d

e
n

ts an
d

 h
ave

 th
e

m
 w

rite
 th

e
ir n

am
e

s 
o

n
 th

e
m

, as w
e

ll as so
m

e
 activitie

s th
e

y e
n

jo
y.

• H
ave

 th
e

 stu
d

e
n

ts d
raw

 d
o

ts o
n

 th
e

 re
p

ro
d

u
cib

le
 “e

ase
l” p

ag
e

 p
ro

vid
e

d
. 

Th
e

y can
 th

e
n

 care
fu

lly cu
t o

u
t th

e
ir d

o
ts an

d
 p

aste
 th

e
m

 in
to

 th
e

ir th
e

ir o
w

n
sw

irly g
o

ld
 (o

r an
y co

lo
r!) fram

e
 m

ad
e

 o
f co

n
stru

ctio
n

 p
ap

e
r

• In
vite

 yo
u

r stu
d

e
n

ts to
 ch

o
o

se
 an

o
th

e
r sh

ap
e

 o
r o

b
je

ct. H
ave

 th
e

m
 

e
xp

lo
re

 th
is “id

e
a” b

y tryin
g

 to
 m

ake
 as m

an
y d

iffe
re

n
t ve

rsio
n

s o
f 

th
e

 sam
e

 th
in

g
, varyin

g
 size

, co
lo

r, o
r te

xtu
re

, u
sin

g
 

n
e

g
ative

 sp
ace

, e
tc.

• P
ro

vid
e

 yo
u

r stu
d

e
n

ts w
ith

 b
lan

k-p
ag

e
 jo

u
rn

als, 
fo

r th
e

m
 to

 “m
ake

 a m
ark

” in
 e

ve
ry d

ay (a w
o

rd
, 

a p
ictu

re
, so

m
e

th
in

g
 fu

n
n

y th
at h

ap
p

e
n

e
d

 th
at d

ay, 
a d

o
o

d
le

, a sq
u

ig
g

le
, a d

o
t!).

A
rt &
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xt co

p
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h
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 20
0

3 b
y P

e
te

r H
. Re

yn
o

ld
s. P

e
rm

issio
n

 g
ran

te
d

 fo
r n

o
n

co
m

m
e

rcial u
se

. Ish
 b

y P
e

te
r H

. Re
yn

o
ld

s is p
u

b
lish

e
d

 b
y C

an
d

le
w

ick P
re

ss. 

Te
ach

e
rs: P

h
o

to
co

p
y th

is p
ag

e
 to

 sh
are

 w
ith

 yo
u

r stu
d

e
n

ts.

activity sh
eet

Is th
is a h

an
d

? 
It lo

o
ks like a

sq
u

ig
g

le, b
u

t w
e’re

su
re it’s a h

an
d

b
ecau

se it is at th
e

en
d

 o
f th

e arm
! 

It is h
an

d
-ish

!

Fin
-ish

 th
is ish

-fu
l g

irl.
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0

3 b
y P

e
te

r H
. Re

yn
o

ld
s. P

e
rm

issio
n

 g
ran

te
d

 fo
r n

o
n

co
m

m
e

rcial u
se

. Th
e D

o
t b

y P
e

te
r H

. Re
yn

o
ld

s is p
u

b
lish

e
d

 b
y C

an
d

le
w

ick P
re

ss. 

Te
ach

e
rs: P

h
o

to
co

p
y th

is p
ag

e
 to

 sh
are

 w
ith

 yo
u

r stu
d

e
n

ts.
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 20
0

3 b
y P

e
te

r H
. Re

yn
o

ld
s. P

e
rm

issio
n

 g
ran

te
d

 fo
r n

o
n

co
m

m
e

rcial u
se

. Ish
 b

y P
e

te
r H

. Re
yn

o
ld

s is p
u

b
lish

e
d

 b
y C

an
d

le
w

ick P
re

ss. 
A

rt &
 te

xt co
p

yrig
h

t ©
 20

0
3 b

y P
e

te
r H

. Re
yn

o
ld

s. P
e

rm
issio

n
 g

ran
te

d
 fo

r n
o

n
co

m
m

e
rcial u

se
. Ish

 b
y P

e
te

r H
. Re

yn
o

ld
s is p

u
b

lish
e

d
 b

y C
an

d
le

w
ick P

re
ss. 

Th
is is an

 Ish
-ish

 list o
f p

o
ssib

le w
ay

s to
 in

tro
d

u
ce an

d
 fo

llo
w

 u
p

 o
n

 Ish
. 

Feel free to
 ad

ap
t it to

 yo
u

r g
rad

e level. (Try it w
ith

 ad
u

lts to
o

!) H
ave fu

n
!

• Th
e Sq

u
ig

g
le

-ish
 G

am
e: P

lay th
is w

ith
 a p

artn
e

r. Sq
u

ig
g

le
 a lin

e
 fo

r e
ach

o
th

e
r, trad

e
 sh

e
e

ts o
f p

ap
e

r an
d

 n
o

w
 try to

 m
ake

 a d
raw

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e

 lin
e

yo
u

r p
artn

e
r m

ad
e

. Re
lax, h

ave
 fu

n
, an

d
 u

se
 yo

u
r im

ag
in

atio
n

! O
n

 a ro
ll?

A
d

d
 so

m
e

 p
ain

t, an
d

 cu
t it o

u
t an

d
 m

o
u

n
t it o

n
 a d

arke
r p

ie
ce

 o
f p

ap
e

r. 
B

e
 su

re
 to

 h
ave

 B
O

TH
 artists sig

n
 th

e
ir n

am
e

 to
 e

ach
 fin

ish
e

d
 d

raw
in

g
. 

• Ish
in

g
—

N
o

t D
ish

in
g

.
A

fte
r re

ad
in

g
 th

e
 b

o
o

k
, Ish

,d
iscu

ss w
h

at Le
o

n
 

co
u

ld
 h

ave
 said

 to
 R

am
o

n
 to

 b
e

 kin
d

e
r. H

ave
 yo

u
 h

e
ard

 p
e

o
p

le
 say 

h
u

rtfu
l th

in
g

s ab
o

u
t so

m
e

o
n

e’s art, o
r th

e
ir atte

m
p

t to
 try so

m
e

th
in

g
 

n
e

w
? B

rain
sto

rm
 so

m
e

 th
in

g
s yo

u
 can

 say to
 e

n
co

u
rag

e
—

rath
e

r th
an

d
isco

u
rag

e
. 

• Ish
fu

l P
o

rtraits.
C

re
ate

 an
 ish

-fu
l se

lf-p
o

rtrait. H
ave

 th
e

 w
h

o
le

 class d
o

 
th

is. Yo
u

 can
 also

 p
artn

e
r u

p
 an

d
 d

o
 a p

o
rtrait o

f yo
u

r p
artn

e
r an

d
 th

e
m

 
o

f yo
u

. Lab
e

l th
e

m
 ish

fu
lly, fo

r e
xam

p
le

: “P
e

te
r-ish

,” “W
an

d
a-ish”

• Ish
fu

l G
allery. Start a g

alle
ry o

f art th
at is ish

fu
l. Fo

r e
xam

p
le

, p
rin

t o
u

t 
a P

icasso
 p

o
rtrait—

yo
u

 can
 lab

e
l it “Face

-ish
.” Try se

arch
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 w

e
b

u
sin

g
 a se

arch
 like

 “A
b

stract b
o

at” o
r “G

re
e

k p
ain

tin
g

 b
o

at” o
r “C

h
ild

re
n

 
face

 art”, p
rin

t th
e

m
 o

u
t an

d
 sh

o
w

 th
e

m
 to

 th
e

 class. A
sk w

h
at e

ach
 o

n
e

 
is. Stu

d
e

n
ts w

ill le
arn

 to
 se

e
 p

atte
rn

s, b
e

 m
o

re
 im

ag
in

ative
, 

b
e

 m
o

re
 g

e
n

e
ro

u
s in

 th
e

ir in
te

rp
re

tatio
n

s, b
e

 le
ss lite

ral, 
d

e
ve

lo
p

 o
p

e
n

 m
in

d
s. 

• Ish
fu

l Feelin
g

s.
B

rain
sto

rm
 m

o
o

d
s. H

ave
 stu

d
e

n
ts se

le
ct a 

m
o

o
d

 to
 p

ain
t o

r d
raw

. Lab
e

l th
e

m
 ish

fu
lly. E

x. “Stu
b

b
o

rn
-ish” 

“H
ap

p
y-ish” e

tc. 

• Ish
 U

p
o

n
 a Star.

H
ave

 e
ach

 stu
d

e
n

t d
raw

 a star 
o

n
 a n

o
te

card
. H

ave
 th

e
m

 p
ain

t th
e

m
. Lab

e
l th

e
m

 
w

ith
 th

e
ir n

am
e

s. Th
e

n
 g

lu
e

 th
e

m
 to

 a b
ig

 b
an

n
e

r 
cre

atin
g

 a co
n

ste
llatio

n
 o

f stars. A
sk stu

d
e

n
ts to

 
fin

d
 tw

o
 stars e

xactly th
e

 sam
e

. Yo
u

 can
 lab

e
l th

e
 

b
an

n
e

r “W
h

e
n

 Yo
u

 Ish
 U

p
o

n
 a Star.” Th

e
n

 afte
r, 

d
iscu

ss w
h

at a re
al star is. W

h
at d

o
e

s it lo
o

k like? 
Sh

o
w

 im
ag

e
s fro

m
 w

w
w

.n
asa.o

rg
 o

f re
al stars. A

sk 
if th

e
ir star lo

o
ks like

 th
e

 p
h

o
to

. Le
t th

e
m

 d
isco

ve
r th

at 
th

e
ir d

raw
in

g
 is actu

ally star-ish
!

• Ish
fu

l P
o

em
s. Re

ad
 R

am
o

n’s p
o

e
m

 fro
m

 th
e

 b
o

o
k

, Ish
.H

ave
 stu

d
e

n
ts

b
rain

sto
rm

 th
e

ir favo
rite

 w
o

rd
s. P

e
rh

ap
s th

o
se

 w
o

rd
s w

ill trig
g

e
r so

m
e

ish
fu

l p
o

e
try. Re

ad
 so

m
e

 p
o

e
m

s th
at d

o
n’t rh

ym
e

 o
r h

ave
 in

n
o

vative
stru

ctu
re

. M
ag

n
e

tic p
o

e
try is also

 h
e

lp
fu

l fo
r ish

in
g

 u
p

 a g
o

o
d

 ish
fu

l p
o

e
m

.

•
Ish

fu
l M

ath
. Estim

atio
n

 is a life
-lo

n
g

 le
arn

in
g

 skill. Sh
o

w
 

g
ro

u
p

s o
f ite

m
s in

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s, b

u
t o

n
ly fo

r a fe
w

 
se

co
n

d
s. Fo

r e
xam

p
le

: h
o

w
 m

an
y ch

icke
n

s? P
e

rh
ap

s 
a d

o
ze

n
-ish? Th

e
 n

u
m

b
e

r o
f m

u
ffin

s in
 a b

ake
ry sto

re
 

w
in

d
o

w
. A

 h
u

n
d

re
d

-ish? Th
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

f p
e

o
p

le
 in

 a 
b

ase
b

all stad
iu

m
? Tw

e
n

ty th
o

u
san

d
-ish? If a stu

d
e

n
t is 

stu
m

p
e

d
 in

 m
ath

, ju
st e

n
co

u
rag

e
 th

e
m

 to
 p

u
t d

o
w

n
 an

 
“an

sw
e

r-ish
.” If th

e
y sh

o
w

 yo
u

 so
m

e
 w

o
rk o

r an
 an

sw
e

r, 
e

ve
n

 if th
e

y fe
e

l it is w
ro

n
g

, th
e

y w
ill h

ave
 p

ro
vid

e
d

 yo
u

so
m

e
th

in
g

 to
 h

e
lp

 yo
u

 se
e

 th
e

 p
atte

rn
 o

f th
e

ir th
in

kin
g

. Th
is w

ill g
ive

 yo
u

so
m

e
 in

sig
h

t in
to

 th
e

ir th
in

kin
g

 an
d

 h
o

w
 yo

u
 m

ig
h

t b
e

 ab
le

 to
 h

e
lp

 th
e

m
. 

• Ish
fu

l Scien
ce.

Sh
o

w
 im

ag
e

s o
f fam

iliar an
im

als. Th
e

n
 b

e
g

in
 sh

o
w

in
g

 
o

n
e

s th
at are

 le
ss fam

iliar. A
sk stu

d
e

n
ts to

 id
e

n
tify th

e
m

. If th
e

y are
 u

n
su

re
,

e
n

co
u

rag
e

 th
e

m
 to

 u
se

 ish
fu

l th
in

kin
g

. “M
o

n
ke

y-ish”, “racco
o

n
-ish” e

tc. 
W

rite
 th

e
ir ish

fu
l id

e
as d

o
w

n
 an

d
 th

e
n

 d
iscu

ss th
e

 p
o

ssib
le

 
co

n
n

e
ctio

n
s b

e
tw

e
e

n
 th

e
 an

im
als/sp

e
cie

s. Th
is kin

d
 o

f 
th

in
kin

g
 allo

w
s scie

n
tists to

 m
ake

 “e
d

u
cate

d
 g

u
e

sse
s” 

o
r a “h

yp
o

th
e

sis” w
h

ich
 starts o

ff th
e

 scie
n

tific m
e

th
o

d
. 


